"Neither do I," said Gerbier half smiling.

"But I want you to know right away why I was interned/* the
colonel continued. "I made the statement, in a cafe, that Admiral
Darlan was a scoundrel. Yes."

The colonel made a rather emphatic pause, and continued em-
phatically,

"To-day I add that Marshal Petain is another scoundrel who
lets soldiers be bullied by sailors!"

"At least, colonel, you're suffering for an idea!" the travelling
salesman exclaimed. "But I was simply going about my business,
crossing a square where there was a De Gaullist demonstration..."

"And I," broke in Aubert, the pharmacist, "with me it's even
worse."

He turned abruptly to Gerbier.

"Do you know what a Malher shell is?" he asked.

"No," said Gerbier.

"That general ignorance is what killed me," Aubert went on.
"The Malher shell, Monsieui, is a container in the shape of a
pointed cylinder for producing chemical reactions under pressure.
I am an expert chemist. Monsieur. I couldn't help having a Malher
shell, after all. I was reported for illegal possession of a shell. I
have never been able to obtain a hearing from the authorities."

"There is no longer any authority, there are only scoundrels.
Yes!" said the colonel. "They've cut off my pension. . . ."

Gerbier realised that he would hear these stories a hundred
times. With extreme politeness, he asked which was the place he
was to occupy in the cabin. The colonel, who did duty as barracks-
officer, pointed to a free straw bed at the back. In bringing his
valise over to it Gerbier approached his other companions. He held
out his hand to Legiain, who gave his name and said,

"Communist."

"Already?" asked Gerbier.

Legrain turned a deep red.

"I was too young to have my party card, that's true/' he hur-
riedly explained, "but it's all the same thing. I was arrested with
my father and other militants. They were sent to some other place.
It seems that life was too easy for them here. I asked to go with
them, but the bastards wouldn't let me."

"How long ago was that?" Gerbier then asked.